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ORDER
OF THE POLK COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT

ADOPTING PLAN REVIEW FEES FOR UTILITY-SCALE SOLAR FACILITIES

WHEREAS, Chapter 352, Subchapter B, Texas Local Government Code authorizes the county fire
marshal to inspect for fire or life safety hazards and, ifrequired or requested, to review building or
site plans for those hazards; and

WHEREAS, Texas Local Government Code §352.016(c) authorizes the Commissioners Court, by
order, to set reasonable fees to be charged to the owner of a business, multi-family dwelling, or
commercial property to cover the cost ofa plan review or inspection conducted under that section;
and

WHEREAS, utility-scale solar energy facilities and their associated equipment (including but not
limited to arrays, inverters, collection systems, substations, O&M buildings, and fire access roads)
constitute "business" and/or "commercial property" for purposes of §352.016; and

WHEREAS, §352.016 authorizes the county fire marshal to conduct plan reviews and inspections
using nationally recognized codes or standards adopted by the State of Texas; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court finds that adopting a cost-recovery fee schedule for plan
reviews related to utility-scale solar energy facilities is reasonably necessary to protect public safety
and to defray the county's direct costs;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED by the Commissioners Court ofPolk County, Texas:

1. Authority; Applicability.
This Order is adopted under Texas Local Government Code §352.016. It applies in the
unincorporated areas ofPolk County and within a municipality only to the extent permitted
by law or an interlocal agreement approved by the municipality and the County.

2. Definitions.

a. UtUity-Scale Solar Energy Facility ("Solar Farm") means a ground-mounted
photovoltaic energy project designed primarily to generate electricity for wholesale sale or
export to the grid, including associated electrical equipment, substations, O&M buildings,
access roads, and fire protection features.
b. Plan Review means review by the County Fire Marshal (or designee) ofsite plans, civil
drawings, electrical one-lines, equipment datasheets, fire protection and access plans,
vegetation/fuels management plans, and related submittals to evaluate fire or life safety
hazards under §352.016.
c. Owner/Developer means the person or entity responsible for the project.

3. Plan Review Required.
Prior to commencing construction ofa Solar Farm, the Owner/Developer shall submit plans








